For the railways, 1934-35 was a more fortunate year than the Constmc-
preceding one in that there was no disaster of the magnitude of the ^^
earthquake of January 1934 to reckon with; though the encroach-
ments of the Kosi river necessitated the provision of a substantial
protective apron at Katarea in Bihar and the relaying further
inland of the railway line near Kursela on the Bengal and North-
Western Railway. At the Hardinge Bridge, the Ganges rose
unusually high during the flood season and caused some anxiety by
its attacks on the right guide bank. Such damage as occurred,
however, was repaired before it became serious. During the cold
weather, the extra protection works, which experience showed to be
desirable, were completed. As a result of the growing competition
from road-motor services, the chief investigation work undertaken
during the year was the revision of the traffic estimates of lines
projected in earlier years. The construction of five sections of new
line, aggregating about 101 miles, was begun, the most important
being the Jhudo-Pithoro R-ailway (64 miles), which is intended to
serve part of the area watered by the Lloyd Barrage irrigation
scheme in Sind. Among other works approved may be mentioned
the provision of a bridge over the river Meghna near Bhairab
Bazar in place of the wagon ferry which now connects Assam with
Eastern Bengal and the remodelling of the railway workshops at
Jamalpur and Jhansi. The conversion of the Shoranur-Cochin
Railway was completed and now permits of goods being despatched
to the new harbour at Cochin without break of gauge at Shoranur.

During   the   year   under review 46 locomotives, 948 coaching Purchases
underframes and 4,538 goods wagons for broad and metre gauge lines an      ores*
were on order for State-owned railways; and the value of stores
obtained through the Indian  Stores Department rose to Rs. 2,65
lakhs.    A large number of items were again added to the list of
articles which State-managed railways have to purchase through this
Department.

There was no wholesale revision of either passenger fares or Alterations
goods rates during the year, though alterations were made on
individual railways. For instance, the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway reduced third-class fares by both mail and ordinary trains
for journeys between 51 and 150 miles increasing them slightly for
journeys of more than 300 miles. They also abolished the distinction
between third-class mail and ordinary fares in the case of passengers